
Hellenic Metal Cluster 

 Who - Why - How 

 

Since September 2012, I am running an electronic magazine (e-zine) focused on the Hellenic 

Heavy Metal scene, featuring interviews with bands (Rotting Christ, Necromantia, Nighstalker, 

Septic Flesh, Varathron, Tardive Dyskinesia, Agnes Vein, Poem, Prejudice Reborn, Firewind....), 

ideas and proposals on how to to promote Greek Metal to the world. I have published three free-

to-download issues so far, accessed by almost 3000 people in total. Despite the fact that they 

were written in Greek language, many people have also downloaded them from abroad, 

indicating that there is a global interest towards our scene. 

 - Issue #1, The Chronicles  

 http://smallathens.files.wordpress.com/2012/09/ceb5cebbcebbceb7cebdceb9cebaceb7-

 metal-cf83cebaceb7cebdceb71.pdf 

 

- Issue #2, A Kingdom under Catacomb! 

http://smallathens.files.wordpress.com/2012/12/ceb5cebbcebbceb7cebdceb9cebaceb7-

metal-cf83cebaceb7cebdceb7-21.pdf  
 

- Issue #3, Aesthetic Subculture: A collection of Images and Words 

http://smallathens.files.wordpress.com/2013/02/ceb5cebbcebbceb7cebdceb9cebaceb7-

metal-cf83cebaceb7cebdceb7-31.pdf 
 

The main idea behind this e-zine is to promote the scene through a Hellenic Metal Cluster 

(HMC), a database including all the Greek metal bands showcasing the relations between the 

bands. HMC is nothing more than a group of metal fans dedicated to organizing and supporting 

the Greek metal scene, acting on a non-profit goodwill mode.  My friend Konstantinos provided 

me space in his blog to upload my 3 issues, my friend Alex introduced me to Nikos who created 

our logo, another friend provided her knowledge on legal issues concerning the cluster, and so 

on. We are a group of metallheads, helping each other for free, because we share the same views. 

HMC includes, but is not limited to, bands, artists, graphic designers, photographers, recording 

studios, venues, and acts as a shield that protects and projects their interests, provides a platform 

for communication and exchanging ideas, and connects them. A possible scenario for HMC 

could be when you buy, for example, the new album of Thou Art Lord, you like it, and you want 

to find more Greek bands that have similar sound, and aesthetics... you enter the HMC and you 

find all the relative bands.  Another case could be that you are a concert organizer and you want 

to build the line-up for a gig. If the bands share the same qualities, aesthetics and views 

(belonging to the same genre is not a critical), then those who attend the concert will probably 

come to see all the bands (not only the headliner), truly appreciate what they listen to, and all of 

the bands will probably gain more fans.   
 

Part of the idea behind the HMC is to unite the bands that come from Greece and make their 

presence stronger. It is said that even the worst team is better than an extraordinary unit, and in 

Greece we have a team of extraordinary bands!  
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Figure 1. Heavy Metal bands per 100.000 inhabitants. Greece is colored with deep orange, one of the 10 most "metal" countries 
in the world A [http://bigthink.com/strange-maps/560-a-world-map-of-heavy-metal-density?page=all] 

The data from the above map (Fig. 1) is taken from the extensive Encyclopaedia Metallum, an 

online archive of metal music that lists bands per country, and provides some background by 

listing their subgenres, while the population facts were taken from the CIA World Factbook, 

which was the source for all other population figures used. According to this map, Greece has 15 

metal/rock bands per 100.000 inhabitants. Metal is one of our highest quality export products, 

and the supply never ends!  

 
In order to accomplish the aforementioned idea we 

ASK/REQUEST from the bands we are cooperating 

with, to put our LOGO  (Fig. 2) in their album cover 

artwork for three reasons: 

 

(1) To raise global awareness that these bands come from 

Greece,  

 

(2) To state that there is indeed a strong metal scene here, 

and 
 

(3) To motivate metalheads to enter our HMC database 

of bands (Fig. 3), and start exploring hidden music paths. 

The database is under construction, and so far consists of 

117 bands.  
                                                                                                                              Figure 2. The Hellenic Metal Cluster logo. 

The HMC idea is very fresh, however, the bands seem to embrace it. So far, HMC has either 

been mentioned or illustrated in the cover artwork of the new albums of Prejudice Reborn 

(Elpis), Agnes Vein (Soulship), and Thou Art Lord (The regal pulse of Lucifer), while more 

bands are following (Fig. 4). Till now, the HMC was hosted in the blog SmallAthens.gr 

(http://smallathens.gr/hellenic-metal-cluster/), and very recently I started to operate a FaceBook 

profile (https://el-gr.facebook.com/HellenicMetalCluster). 
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Figure 3. Network Graph of the HMC, depicting how the bands are connected to each other. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4. Prejudice Reborn album, featuring our logo (bottom right corner). 



Despite the economic crisis that has landed in Greece, the local metal/rock bands  are better than ever 

before, and highly competitive in domains such as inspiration, aesthetics, creativity and productivity. 

Surfing the Net, one can find easily and read a lot of positive comments about Greek metal bands in 

Youtube… 

 

Figure 5. YouTube comments related to the economic crisis about Greek metal bands 

 
 



 

We are here!If you like our way of thinking and have an idea, or can think of anything else to 

add, or have questions, please feel free to write on our wall or send us a private message via 

Facebook (www.facebook.com/hellenicmetalcluster), or to themistoklas@gmail.com. 

From the bands we ask for 2 things: 

1. To name their relationships with other bands (other bands they have common members 

with, currently or during the past / have toured together a lot and so on). 

2. Place our logo in the back cover of their album, and if possible in their flyers.  

HMC asks for nothing more - claims nothing more. 

 

Hellenic Metal Cluster, 23/6/2013  

                                                                                                  themistoklas 
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